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ABSTACT: Relations between India and Pakistan have been strained by a number of Historical 
and political issues, and are defined by the violent partition of British India in 1947, the Kashmir 
dispute and the numerous military conflicts fought between the two nations. Consequently, even 
though the two South Asian nations share historic, cultural, geographic, and economic links, their 
relationship has been plagued by hostility and suspicion. After the dissolution of the British Raj in 
1947, two new sovereign nations were formed—the Union of India and the Dominion of Pakistan. 
The subsequent partition of the former British India displaced up to 12.5 million people, with 
estimates of loss of life varying from several hundred thousand to a million. India emerged as a 
secular nation with a Hindu majority population and a large Muslim minority while Pakistan was 
established as an Islamic republic with an overwhelming Muslim majority population. Soon after 
their independence, India and Pakistan established diplomatic relations but the violent partition 
and numerous territorial disputes would overshadow their relationship. Since their independence, 
the two countries have fought three major wars, one undeclared war and have been involved in 
numerous armed skirmishes and military standoffs. The Kashmir dispute is the main center-point 
of all of these conflicts with the exception of the Indo-Pakistan War of 1971, which resulted in the 
secession of East Pakistan (now Bangladesh).There have been numerous attempts to improve the 
relationship—notably, the Shimla summit, the Agra summit and the Lahore summit. Since the 
early 1980s, relations between the two nations soured particularly after the Siachen conflict, the 
intensification of Kashmir insurgency in 1989, Indian and Pakistani nuclear tests in 1998 and the 
1999 Kargil war. Certain confidence-building measures — such as the 2003 ceasefire agreement 
and the Delhi–Lahore Bus service — were successful in deescalating tensions. However, these 
efforts have been impeded by periodic terrorist attacks. The 2001 Indian Parliament attack almost 
brought the two nations on the brink of a nuclear war. The 2007 Samjhauta Express bombings, 
which killed 68 civilians (most of whom were Pakistani), was also a crucial point in relations. 
Additionally, the 2008 Mumbai attacks carried out by Pakistani militants resulted in a severe blow 
to the ongoing India-Pakistan peace talks. key words Kashmir dispute terrorism delhi Lahore bus 
service paece trading. 
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Introduction (an overview) 
 Relations between India and Pakistan have been 
strained by a number of Historical and political 
issues, and are defined by the violent partition of 
British India in 1947, the Kashmir dispute and the 
numerous military conflicts fought between the two 
nations. Consequently, even though the two South 
Asian nations share historic, cultural, geographic, 
and economic links, their relationship has been 
plagued by hostility and suspicion. After the 
dissolution of the British Raj in 1947, two new 
sovereign nations were formed—the Union of India 
and the Dominion of Pakistan. The subsequent 
partition of the former British India displaced up to 
12.5 million people, with estimates of loss of life 
varying from several hundred thousand to a 
million. India emerged as a secular nation with a 
Hindu majority population and a large Muslim 
minority while Pakistan was established as an 
Islamic republic with an overwhelming Muslim 
majority population. Soon after their independence, 
India and Pakistan established diplomatic relations 
but the violent partition and numerous territorial 
disputes would overshadow their relationship. 
Since their independence, the two countries have 
fought three major wars, one undeclared war and 
have been involved in numerous armed skirmishes 
and military standoffs. The Kashmir dispute is the 
main center-point of all of these conflicts with the 
exception of the Indo-Pakistan War of 1971, which 
resulted in the secession of East Pakistan (now 
Bangladesh).There have been numerous attempts to 
improve the relationship—notably, the Shimla 
summit, the Agra summit and the Lahore summit. 
Since the early 1980s, relations between the two 
nations soured particularly after the Siachen 
conflict, the intensification of Kashmir insurgency 
in 1989, Indian and Pakistani nuclear tests in 1998 
and the 1999 Kargil war. Certain confidence-
building measures — such as the 2003 ceasefire 
agreement and the Delhi–Lahore Bus service — 
were successful in deescalating tensions. However, 
these efforts have been impeded by periodic 
terrorist attacks. The 2001 Indian Parliament attack 
almost brought the two nations on the brink of a 
nuclear war. The 2007 Samjhauta Express 
bombings, which killed 68 civilians (most of whom 
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were Pakistani), was also a crucial point in 
relations. Additionally, the 2008 Mumbai attacks 
carried out by Pakistani militants resulted in a 
severe blow to the ongoing India-Pakistan peace 
talks.*1 
        The emerging peace between India and 
Pakistan represents a major achievement for the 
people of the sub-continent who have seen 
considerable turbulence in their region in the last 
half a century. It also presents a promise for human 
development among the disadvantaged and 
disfranchised citizens of the region which has 
remained mostly unfulfilled.   There are many 
reasons why a "mid-course correction" was 
necessary in India-Pakistan relations. While India 
has always sought a "composite dialogue" with 
Pakistan that would address the Kashmir issue 
within contours of the Simla Agreement, Pakistan 
has sought to treat Kashmir as the "core issue", 
insisting that the issue be taken up before any other 
issues are discussed by the two countries. Planning 
huge military expenditures and justifying a 
dominant role for military in Pakistan's political 
and institutional establishments, Pakistan has 
consistently kept Kashmir issue in the limelight 
using a variety of diplomatic, military and covert 
methods to force India into a quick agreement on 
Kashmir.*2 
     Unfortunately for Pakistan, the results have 
been quite contrary to their desires. Whereas large 
military expenditures in the early stages of 
Pakistani international campaign did invigorate 
Pakistani economy over the socialist economic 
structure within India, the liberalization of Indian 
economy in the last decade has provided an 
unprecedented economic growth that has 
leapfrogged Pakistan's sluggish economy mired by 
uneven allocation of resources, internal strife and 
severe public corruption.   Indeed, in the last 
decade  India and Pakistan have pursued a number 
of confidence building measures (CBMs), which 
taken together, represent a new level of cooperation 
between the two countries. New people-to-people 
contacts like the India-Pakistan Soldier's Initiative 
for Peace (IPSIP) or India Pakistan Doctors for 
Peace and Development (IPDPD), and  exchange 
visits of journalists have created a new hope for 
peace and normalcy in the region.  Some of the 
CBM's have already been announced and 
implemented, while many others are actively under 
consideration. Hotlines have been established 
between the Director-Generals of Military 
Operations (DGMO) and the Foreign Secretaries, a 
protocol has been established to provide advance 
notification about missile test firings, and there is 
an "informal" nuclear test moratorium in place. In 
addition, the two countries have agreed to 
cooperate and meet regularly on issues dealing with 
narcotics control, coast guard, visits to religious 
shrines, relaxed visa regime, interactions between 
border guards and an extradition treaty.   Some 
CBM related issues are under intense negotiations 
and could greatly simplify life of ordinary citizens 
as well as soldiers. These include withdrawal from 
the Siachen Glacier, opening of the road link 
between Muzaffarabad and Srinagar , rail link 
between Munnabao and Khokrapar (Sind region), 
detention of fishermen and visa-on-arrival scheme. 
*3 
                      The current trade between India and 
Pakistan amounts to under $500 million annually. 
It has the potential to reach up to 3 or 4 times that 
figure by implementing a friendly bilateral trade 
regime between India and Pakistan. An example 
would be the Free Trade Agreement between India 
and Sri Lanka. In spite of repeated efforts by India 
to secure a most favored nation (MFN) status from 
Pakistan, the later has steadfastly refused to do so. 
On the other hand, Pakistan has sought Indian 
involvement in a gas pipeline from Iran which will 
bring natural gas to energy deficient India while 
providing transit income to Pakistan. India has 
tentatively agreed to such an arrangement, provided 
Pakistan grants it the MFN status and allows India 
to set up transit facilities to promote business with 
Afghanistan and its Central Asian neighbors. In 
addition, agricultural products, industrial 
machinery and tourism could be targeted for 
growth   Once the economic and commercial 
cooperation is set on a firm basis, the two countries 
can look at more contentious issues. The resolution 
of the Kashmir issue will require a high level of 
trust and objectivity between the two parties that 
are mostly missing for now, but could evolve as the 
economic relationship improves. But a bigger 
problem looming in the subcontinent is the lack of 
human development among the bottom 20% (or 
more) of the population, with disparities between 
the have and have-nots multiplying at a frightening 
pace these days. Additionally, the numbers of 
internally displaced people (IDP) have grown 
exponentially, affected by civil strife in numerous 
pockets of country facing insurgency and terrorism. 
A common challenge for the rich and the poor to 
co-exist in such a space is to preserve ecological 
balance for sustained development. India and 
Pakistan are both fast approaching ecological 
doomsday unless steps are taken (jointly) to ward 
off such disasters through planning, education, 
conservation of natural resources, and creation of 
joint collaborative programs dealing with planting 
trees, conservation of soil and water resources, etc.  
          Changing the attitude of bureaucracies in 
India and Pakistan is key to improving the 
relationship between the two countries. 
Accordingly, exchange programs should be 
initiated in both countries to allow young 
bureaucrats to undertake study tours of the 
neighboring country and for press personnel to 
meet frequently with bureaucrats from the 
neighboring country. *4 
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Seeds of conflict during independence, Partition 
of India 
              About half a million Muslims and Hindus 
were killed in communal riots following the 
partition of British India. Millions of Muslims 
living in India and Hindus and Sikhs living in 
Pakistan emigrated in one of the most colossal 
transfers of population in the modern era. Both 
countries accused each other of not providing 
adequate security to the minorities emigrating 
through their territory. This served to increase 
tensions between the newly-born countries.  
 
According to the British plan for the partition of 
British India, all the 680 princely states were 
allowed to decide which of the two countries to 
join. With the exception of a few, most of the 
Muslim-majority princely-states acceded to 
Pakistan while most of the Hindu-majority princely 
states joined India. However, the decisions of some 
of the princely-states would shape the Pakistan-
India relationship considerably in the years to 
come.*5 
Kashmir dispute 
             Kashmir was a Muslim-majority princely 
state, ruled by a Hindu king, Maharaja Hari Singh. 
At the time of the partition of India, Maharaja Hari 
Singh, the ruler of the state, preferred to remain 
independent and did not want to join either the 
Union of India or the Dominion of Pakistan. He 
wanted both India and Pakistan to recognize his 
princely state as an independent neutral country 
like Switzerland. He wanted to make his state the 
Switzerland of the East since the population of the 
state depended on tourism and persons from all 
regions could come to an independent Jammu and 
Kashmir with ease. For this reason, he offered a 
standstill agreement (for maintaining the status 
quo) to both India and Pakistan. India refused the 
offer but Pakistan accepted it. Rumours spread in 
Pakistan that Hari Singh was trying to accede 
Kashmir to India. Alarmed by this threat, a team of 
Pakistani forces were dispatched into Kashmir, 
fearing an Indian invasion of the region. Backed by 
Pakistani paramilitary forces, Pashtun Mehsud 
tribals  invaded Kashmir in October 1947 under the 
code name "Operation Gulmarg" to seize Kashmir. 
They reached and captured Baramulla on 25 
October. They stayed for several days looting, 
raping, killing and plundering instead of moving on 
to Srinagar just 50 km away and capture its airfield 
which was not defended at all. Kashmir's security 
forces were too weak and ill-equipped to fight 
against Pakistan. Troubled by this invasion by 
Pakistani forces and fearing that his kingdom was 
about to end and independence was no longer an 
option, the Maharaja now turned to India and 
requested India for troops to safeguard Kashmir. 
Though Indian Prime Minister Nehru was ready to 
send the troops, the acting Governor General of 
India, Lord Mountbatten of Burma, advised the 
Maharaja to accede to India before India could 
send its troops. Hence, considering the emergent 
situation he signed the instrument of accession to 
the Union of India By this time the raiders were 
close to the capital, Srinagar. Indian troops were 
airlifted from Delhi, landed at Srinagar airport in 
Kashmir on 27 October 1947 and secured the 
airport before proceeding to evict the invaders from 
Kashmir valley. The Indian troops managed to 
evict the aggressors from parts of Kashmir but the 
onset of winter made much of the state impassable. 
After weeks of intense fighting between Pakistan 
and India, Pakistani leaders and the Indian Prime 
Minister Nehru declared a ceasefire and sought 
U.N. arbitration with the promise of a plebiscite. 
Sardar Patel had argued against both, describing 
Kashmir as a bilateral dispute and its accession as 
justified by international law. In 1957, north-
western Kashmir was fully integrated into Pakistan, 
becoming Azad Kashmir (Pakistan-administered 
Kashmir). In 1962, China occupied Aksai Chin, the 
northeastern region bordering Ladakh. In 1984, 
India launched Operation Meghdoot and captured 
more than 80% of the Siachen Glacier. Pakistan 
maintains Kashmiris' right to self-determination 
through a plebiscite in accordance with an earlier 
Indian statement and a UN resolution and the 
promised plebiscite should be allowed to decide the 
fate of the Kashmiri people. India on the other hand 
asserts that with the Maharaja's signing the 
instrument of accession, Kashmir has become an 
integral part of India. Moreover, free and fair 
elections for the last sixty years to the state 
legislature and the national parliament, in which no 
separatist or secessionist has ever been elected; 
reflect the will of the people of the state. Due to all 
such political differences, this dispute has been the 
subject of wars between the two countries in 1947 
and 1965, and a limited conflict in 1999. The state 
remains divided between the two countries by the 
Line of Control (LoC), which demarcates the 
ceasefire line agreed upon in the 1947 conflict 
modified in 1972 as per Simla Agreement.*6 
War of 1965 
Indo-Pakistani War of 1965 started following 
Pakistan's Operation Gibraltar, which was designed 
to infiltrate forces into Jammu and Kashmir to 
precipitate an insurgency against rule by India. The 
five-week war caused thousands of casualties on 
both sides. Most of the battles were fought by 
opposing infantry and armoured units, with 
substantial backing from air forces, and naval 
operations. It ended in a United Nations (UN) 
mandated ceasefire and the subsequent issuance of 
the Tashkent Declaration. 
 1971 Bangladesh Liberation War 
                Pakistan, since independence, was geo-
politically divided into two major regions, West 
Pakistan and East Pakistan. East Pakistan was 
occupied mostly by Bengali people. In December 
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1971, following a political crisis in East Pakistan, 
the situation soon spiraled out of control in East 
Pakistan and India intervened in favour of the 
rebelling Bengali populace. The conflict, a brief but 
bloody war, resulted in an independence of East 
Pakistan. In the war, the Pakistani army swiftly fell 
to India, forcing the independence of East Pakistan, 
which separated and became Bangladesh. The 
Pakistani military, being a thousand miles from its 
base and defeated by superior forces, 
surrendered.*7 
Wars, conflicts and disputes 
                India and Pakistan have fought in 
numerous armed conflicts since their 
independence. There are three major wars that have 
taken place between the two states, namely in 
1947, 1965 and the Bangladesh Liberation War in 
1971. In addition to this were the unofficial Kargil 
War and some border skirmishes. 
Kargil war 
                 During the winter months of 1998-99, 
the Indian army vacated its posts at very high peaks 
in Kargil sector in Kashmir as it used to do every 
year. Pakistani Army intruded across the line of 
control and occupied the posts. Indian army 
discovered this in May 1999 when the snow 
thawed. This resulted in intense fighting between 
Indian and Pakistani forces, known as the Kargil 
conflict.Backed by the Indian Air Force, the Indian 
Army regained some of the posts that Pakistan has 
occupied. Pakistan later withdrew from the 
remaining portion under international pressure.*8 
Other territorial disputes 
                Pakistan is locked in other territorial 
disputes with India such as the Siachen Glacier and 
Kori Creek. Pakistan is also currently having 
dialogue with India regarding the Baglihar Dam 
being built over the River Chenab in Jammu and 
Kashmir. 
Water rights 
              The Indus Waters Treaty governs the 
rivers that flow from India into Pakistan. Water is 
cited as one possible cause for a conflict between 
the two nations, but to date issues such as the 
Nimoo Bazgo Project have been resolved through 
diplomacy. 
Insurgency in Kashmir 
             According to some reports published by the 
Council of Foreign Relations, the Pakistan military 
and the ISI have provided covert support to 
terrorist groups active in Kashmir, including the al-
Qaeda affiliate Jaish-e-Mohammed‖. Pakistan has 
denied any involvement in terrorist activities in 
Kashmir, arguing that it only provides political and 
moral support to the secessionist groups who wish 
to escape Indian rule. Many Kashmiri militant 
groups also maintain their headquarters in 
Pakistan-administered Kashmir, which is cited as 
further proof by the Indian government. Many of 
the terrorist organizations are banned by the UN, 
but continue to operate under different names.  
Insurgents attack on Jammu and Kashmir State 
Assembly: A car bomb exploded near the Jammu 
and Kashmir State Assembly on 1 October 2001, 
killing 27 people on an attack that was blamed on 
Kashmiri separatists. It was one of the most 
prominent attacks against India apart from on the 
Indian Parliament in December 2001. The dead 
bodies of the terrorists and the data recovered from 
them revealed that Pakistan was solely responsible 
for the activity. 1997 Sangpora massacre: On 21 
March 1997, 7 Kashmiri Pundits were killed in 
Sangrampora village in the Budgam district. 
Wandhama Massacre: In January 1998, 24 
Kashmiri Pundits living in the city Wandhama 
were killed by Islamic terrorists. Qasim Nagar 
Attack: On 13 July 2003, armed men believed to be 
a part of the Lashkar-e-Toiba threw hand grenades 
at the Qasim Nagar market in Srinagar and then 
fired on civilians standing nearby killing twenty-
seven and injuring many more. Assassination of 
Abdul Ghani Lone: Abdul Ghani Lone, a 
prominent All Party Hurriyat Conference leader, 
was assassinated by an unidentified gunman during 
a memorial rally in Srinagar. The assassination 
resulted in wide-scale demonstrations against the 
Indian occupied-forces for failing to provide 
enough security cover for Mr. Lone.20 July 2005 
Srinagar Bombing: A car bomb exploded near an 
armoured Indian Army vehicle in the famous 
Church Lane area in Srinagar killing four Indian 
Army personnel, one civilian and the suicide 
bomber. Terrorist group Hizbul Mujahideen, 
claimed responsibility for the attack. Budshah 
Chowk attack: A terrorist attack on 29 July 2005 at 
Srinagar' city centre, Budshah Chowk, killed two 
and left more than 17 people injured. Most of those 
injured were media journalists. Murder of Ghulam 
Nabi Lone: On 18 October 2005 suspected man 
killed Jammu and Kashmir's then education 
minister Ghulam Nabi Lone. No Terrorist group 
claimed responsibility for the attack. *9  
Human rights violations by India 
Pakistan has accused India of gross human 
rights violations in Indian-administered Kashmir. A 
report by the Human Rights Watch stated two main 
reasons for the improving human rights condition 
in the region: First, sincere efforts were made by 
the Jammu and Kashmir state government headed 
by Mufti Muhammad Sayeed to investigate cases 
of human rights abuses in the state and to punish 
those guilty including Indian soldiers. More than 
15 Indian army soldiers were convicted by the 
Indian government in 2004 for carrying out human 
rights abuses in the state. Second, the decrease in 
cross-border infiltration into India by armed 
insurgents. * 10 
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Insurgent activities elsewhere 
The attack on the Indian Parliament was 
by far the most dramatic attack carried out 
allegedly by Pakistani terrorists. India blamed 
Pakistan for carrying out the attacks, an allegation 
which Pakistan strongly denied and one that 
brought both nations to the brink of a nuclear 
confrontation in 2001–02. However, international 
peace efforts ensured the cooling of tensions 
between the two nuclear-capable nations. Apart 
from this, the most notable was the hijacking of 
Indian Airlines Flight IC 814 en route New Delhi 
from Katmandu, Nepal. The plane was hijacked on 
24 December 1999 approximately one hour after 
take off and was taken to Amritsar airport and then 
to Lahore in Pakistan. After refueling the plane 
took off for Dubai and then finally landed in 
Kandahar, Afghanistan. Under intense media 
pressure, New Delhi complied with the hijackers' 
demand and freed Maulana Masood Azhar from its 
captivity in return for the freedom of the Indian 
passengers on the flight. The decision, however, 
cost New Delhi dearly. Maulana, who is believed 
to be hiding in Karachi, later became the leader of 
Jaish-e-Mohammed, an organization which has 
carried out several terrorist acts against Indian 
security forces in Kashmir. On 22 December 2000, 
a group of terrorists belonging to the Lashkar-e-
Toiba stormed the famous Red Fort in New Delhi. 
The Fort houses an Indian military unit and a high-
security interrogation cell used both by the Central 
Bureau of Investigation and the Indian Army. The 
terrorists successfully breached the security cover 
around the Red Fort and opened fire at the Indian 
military personnel on duty killing two of them on 
spot. The attack was significant because it was 
carried out just two days after the declaration of the 
cease-fire between India and Pakistan. In 2002, 
India claimed again that terrorists from Jammu and 
Kashmir were infiltrating into India, a claim denied 
by Pakistan President Pervez Musharraf, who 
claimed that such infiltration had stopped—India's 
spokesperson for the External Affairs Ministry did 
away with Pakistan's claim, calling it 
"terminological inexactitude. ―Only two months 
later, two Kashmiri terrorists belonging to Jaish-e-
Mohammed raided the Swami Narayan temple 
complex in Ahmedabad, Gujarat killing 30 people, 
including 18 women and five children. The attack 
was carried out on 25 September 2002, just few 
days after state elections were held in Jammu and 
Kashmir. Two identical letters found on both the 
terrorists claimed that the attack was done in 
retaliation for the deaths of thousands of Muslims 
during the Gujarat riots. Two car bombs exploded 
in south Mumbai on 25 August 2003; one nears the 
Gateway of India and the other at the famous 
Zaveri Bazaar, killing at least 48 and injuring 150 
people. Though no terrorist group claimed 
responsibility for the attacks, Mumbai Police and 
RAW suspected Lashkar-e-Toiba's hand in the twin 
blasts. In an unsuccessful attempt, six terrorists 
belonging to Lashkar-e-Toiba, stormed the 
Ayodhya Ram Janmbhomi complex on 5 July 
2005. Before the terrorists could reach the main 
disputed site, they were shot down by Indian 
security forces. One Hindu worshipper and two 
policemen were injured during the incident. The 
Indian intelligence agency RAW is claimed to be 
working in cover to malign Pakistan and train & 
support insurgents for Balochistan conflict  
2007 Samjhauta Express bombings 
                The 2007 Samjhauta Express bombings 
was a terrorist attack targeted on the Samjhauta 
Express train on 18 February. The Samjhauta 
Express is an international train that runs from New 
Delhi, India to Lahore, Pakistan, and is one of two 
trains to cross the India-Pakistan border. At least 68 
people were killed, mostly Pakistani civilians but 
also some Indian security personnel and civilians. 
Prasad Shrikant Purohit, an Indian Army officer 
and leader of a shadowy Hindu fundamentalist 
group, was later identified and investigated as a key 
suspect responsible for the bombing. The attack 
was a turning point in Indo-Pakistani relations, and 
one of the many terrorist incidents that have 
plagued relations between the two. 
2008 Mumbai attacks 
               The 2008 Mumbai attacks by ten 
Pakistani terrorists killed over 173 and wounded 
308. The sole surviving gunman Ajmal Kasab who 
was arrested during the attacks was found to be a 
Pakistani national. This fact was acknowledged by 
Pakistani authorities. In May 2010, an Indian court 
convicted him on four counts of murder, waging 
war against India, conspiracy and terrorism 
offences, and sentenced him to death. India blamed 
the Lashkar-e-Taiba, a Pakistan-based militant 
group, for planning and executing the attacks. 
Islamabad resisted the claims and demanded 
evidence. India provided evidence in the form of 
interrogations, weapons, candy wrappers, Pakistani 
Brand Milk Packets, and telephone sets. Indian 
officials demanded Pakistan extradite suspects for 
trial. They also said that, given the sophistication of 
the attacks, the perpetrators "must have had the 
support of some official agencies in Pakistan". 
Nuclear programmes 
              India voiced increasing concern over 
Pakistani arms purchases, U.S. military aid to 
Pakistan, and a clandestine nuclear weapons 
Programme. In an effort to curtail tensions, the two 
countries formed a joint commission to examine 
disputes. In December 1988, Prime Ministers 
Benazir Bhutto and Rajiv Gandhi concluded a pact 
not to attack each other's nuclear facilities. 
Agreements on cultural exchanges and civil 
aviation were also initiated. In May 1998 India, and 
then Pakistan, conducted nuclear tests. * 12 
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 Simla Agreement 
              After the 1971 war, Pakistan and India 
made slow progress towards the normalisation of 
relations. In July 1972, Indian Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi and Pakistani President Zulfiqar Ali 
Bhutto met in the Indian hill station of Simla. They 
signed the Simla Agreement, by which India would 
return all Pakistani personnel (over 90,000) and 
captured territory in the west, and the two countries 
would "settle their differences by peaceful means 
through bilateral negotiations." Diplomatic and 
trade relations were also re-established in 1976. 
*13 
Talks and other confidence building measures 
             In 1997, high-level Indo-Pakistan talks 
resumed after a three-year pause. The Prime 
Ministers of Pakistan and India met twice and the 
foreign secretaries conducted three rounds of talks. 
In June 1997, the foreign secretaries identified 
eight "outstanding issues" around which continuing 
talks would be focused. The dispute over the status 
of Kashmir, (referred by India as Jammu and 
Kashmir), an issue since Independence, remains the 
major stumbling block in their dialogue. India 
maintains that the entire former princely state is an 
integral part of the .Indian union, while Pakistan 
insists that UN resolutions calling for self-
determination of the people of the state/province 
must be taken into account. It however refuses to 
abide by the previous part of the resolution, which 
calls for it to vacate all territories occupied. In 
September 1997, the talks broke down over the 
structure of how to deal with the issues of Kashmir, 
and peace and security. Pakistan advocated that the 
issues be treated by separate working groups. India 
responded that the two issues be taken up along 
with six others on a simultaneous basis. Attempts 
to restart dialogue between the two nations were 
given a major boost by the February 1999 meeting 
of both Prime Ministers in Lahore and their signing 
of three agreements. A subsequent military coup in 
Pakistan that overturned the democratically elected 
Nawaz Sharif government in October of the same 
year also proved a setback to relations. 
                     In 2001, a summit was called in Agra; 
Pakistani President Pervez Musharraf turned up to 
meet Indian Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee. 
The talks fell through. On 20 June 2004, with a 
new government in place in India, both countries 
agreed to extend a nuclear testing ban and to set up 
a hotline between their foreign secretaries aimed at 
preventing misunderstandings that might lead to a 
nuclear war. Baglihar Dam issue was a new issue 
raised by Pakistan in 2005.After Dr. Man Mohan 
Singh become prime minister of India in May 
2004, the Punjab provincial Government declared it 
would develop Gah, his place of birth, as a model 
village in his honour and name a school after him. 
There is also a village in India named Pakistan, 
despite occasional pressure over the years to 
change its name the villagers have resisted. Violent 
activities in the region declined in 2004. There are 
two main reasons for this: warming of relations 
between New Delhi and Islamabad which 
consequently lead to a ceasefire between the two 
countries in 2003 and the fencing of the LOC being 
carried out by the Indian Army. Moreover, coming 
under intense international pressure, Islamabad was 
compelled to take actions against the militants' 
training camps on its territory. In 2004, the two 
countries also agreed upon decreasing the number 
of troops present in the region. Under pressure, 
Kashmiri militant organisations made an offer for 
talks and negotiations with New Delhi, which India 
welcomed. India‘s Border Security Force blamed 
the Pakistani military for providing cover-fire for 
the terrorists whenever they infiltrated into Indian 
territory from Pakistan. Pakistan in turn has also 
blamed India for providing support to terrorist 
organizations operating in Pakistan such as the 
BLA. In 2005, Pakistan's information minister, 
Sheikh Rashid, was alleged to have run a terrorist 
training camp in 1990 in N.W. Frontier, Pakistan. 
The Pakistani government dismissed the charges 
against its minister as an attempt to hamper the 
ongoing peace process between the two neighbors. 
Both India and Pakistan have launched several 
mutual confidence-building measures (CBMs) to 
ease tensions between the two. These include more 
high-level talks, easing visa restrictions, and 
restarting of cricket matches between the two. The 
new bus service between Srinagar and 
Muzaffarabad has also helped bring the two sides 
closer. Pakistan and India have also decided to co-
operate on economic fronts. Some improvements in 
the relations are seen with the re-opening of a 
series of transportation networks near the India–
Pakistan border, with the most important being bus 
routes and railway lines. A major clash between 
Indian security forces and militants occurred when 
a group of insurgents tried to infiltrate into 
Kashmir from Pakistan in July 2005. The same 
month also saw a Kashmiri militant attack on 
Ayodhya and Srinagar. However, these 
developments had little impact on the peace 
process. An Indian man held in Pakistani prisons 
since 1975 as an accused spy walked across the 
border to freedom 3 March 2008, an unconditional 
release that Pakistan said was done to improve 
relations between the two countries. In December 
2010, several Pakistani newspapers published 
stories about India's leadership and relationship 
with militants in Pakistan that the papers claimed 
were found in the United States diplomatic cables 
leak. A British newspaper, the Guardian, which had 
the Wikileaks cables in its possession, reviewed the 
cables and concluded that the Pakistani claims were 
"not accurate" and that "Wikileaks being exploited 
for propaganda purposes. ―On 10 February 2011, 
India agreed to resume talks with Pakistan which 
were suspended after 26/11 Mumbai Attacks. India 
had put on hold all the diplomatic relations saying 
it will only continue if Pakistan will act against the 
accused of Mumbai attacks. On April 13, 2012 
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following a thaw in relations whereby India gained 
MFN status in the country, India announced the 
removal of restrictions on FDI investment from 
Pakistan to India. 
2001 Gujarat Earthquake in India 
                Pakistani President Pervez Musharraf 
sent a plane load of relief supplies to India from 
Islamabad to Ahmedabad. That carried 200 tents 
and more than 2,000 Blankets. Furthermore the 
President called Indian PM to express his 
'sympathy' over the loss from the earthquake. 
 
2005 Earthquake in Pakistan 
              India offered generous aid to Pakistan in 
response to the 2005 Earthquake. Indian and 
Pakistani High Commissioners consulted with one 
another regarding cooperation in relief work. India 
sent 25 tones of relief material to Pakistan 
including food, blankets and medicine. Large 
Indian companies such as Infosys have offered aid 
up to $226,000. On 12 October, an Ilyushin-76 
cargo plane ferried across seven truckloads (about 
82 tons) of army medicines, 15,000 blankets and 50 
tents and returned to New Delhi. A senior air force 
official also stated that they had been asked by the 
Indian government to be ready to fly out another 
similar consignment. On 14 October, India 
dispatched the second consignment of relief 
material to Pakistan, by train through the Wagah 
Border. The consignment included 5,000 blankets, 
370 tents, 5 tons of plastic sheets and 12 tons of 
medicine. A third consignment of medicine and 
relief material was also sent shortly afterwards by 
train. India also pledged $25 million as aid to 
Pakistan. India opened the first of three points at 
Chakan Da Bagh, in Poonch, on the Line of 
Control (LoC) between India and Pakistan for the 
2005 Kashmir earthquake relief work. Such 
generous gestures signalled a new age in 
confidence, friendliness and cooperation between 
both India and Pakistan. * 14 
Fugitives 
             India has accused some of the most wanted 
Indian fugitives, such as Dawood Ibrahim, of 
having a presence in Pakistan. On 11 May 2011, 
India released a list of 50 "Most Wanted Fugitives" 
hiding in Pakistan. This was to tactically pressurize 
Pakistan after the killing of Osama bin Laden in his 
compound in Abbottabad. 
Cultural links 
               India and Pakistan, to some degree have 
similar cultures, cuisines and languages which 
underpin the historical ties between the two. 
Pakistani singers, musicians, comedians and 
entertainers have enjoyed widespread popularity in 
India, with many achieving overnight fame in the 
Indian filming industry Bollywood. Likewise, 
Indian music and films are very popular in 
Pakistan. Being located in the northernmost region 
of the South Asia, Pakistan's culture is somewhat 
similar to that of North India. The Punjab region 
was split into Pakistan Punjab and Indian Punjab, 
following the independence and partition of the two 
countries in 1947. The Punjabi people are today the 
largest ethnic group in Pakistan and also an 
important ethnic group of northern India. The 
founder of the Sikhism religion was born in the 
modern-day Pakistani Punjab province, in the city 
of Nankana Sahib. Each year, millions of Indian 
Sikh pilgrims cross over to visit holy Sikh sites in 
Nankana Sahib. The Sindhi people are the native 
ethnic group of the Pakistani province of Sindh. 
Many Hindu Sindhis migrated to India in 1947, 
making the country home to a sizable Sindhi 
community. In addition, the millions of Muslims 
who migrated from India to the newly-created 
Pakistan during independence came to be known as 
the Muhajir people; they are settled predominantly 
in Karachi and still maintain family links in India. 
Relations between Pakistan and India have also 
resumed through platforms such as media and 
communications. Aman ki Asha is a joint venture 
and campaign between the Times of India and the 
Jang Group calling for mutual peace and 
development of diplomatic and cultural relations. 
Geographic links 
                  The evening flag lowering ceremony at 
the India-Pakistan International Border near 
Wagah. The Indo-Pakistani border is the official 
international boundary that demarcates the Indian 
states of Punjab, Rajasthan and Gujarat from the 
Pakistani provinces of Punjab and Sindh. The 
Wagah border is the only road crossing between 
India and Pakistan and lies on the famous Grand 
Trunk Road, connecting Lahore, Pakistan with 
Amritsar, India. Each evening, the Wagah border 
ceremony takes place at the Wagah border in which 
the flags are lowered and guards on both sides 
make a pompous military display and exchange 
handshakes. * 15 
 Linguistic ties 
                Hindi and Urdu are an Indo-Aryan 
language and t, as well as national language, of 
North India and Pakistan respectively. Standard 
Urdu is mutually intelligible with Standard Hindi. 
Both languages share the same Indic base and are 
so similar in phonology and grammar that they 
appear to be one language. Most linguists consider 
them to be two standardized forms of a same 
language; thus, a speaker of Urdu, the national 
language in Pakistan, can usually understand a 
speaker of Hindi, which is the primary official 
language of the Republic of India. Apart from 
Hindi and Urdu, India and Pakistan also share a 
distribution of the Punjabi language, Kashmiri 
language and Sindhi language. * 16 
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 Matrimonial ties 
                 Some Indian and Pakistani people marry 
across the border, particularly with present 
generation of relatives who had migrated from 
India at the time of partition. In April 2010 a high 
profile Pakistani cricketer, Shoaib Malik married 
the Indian tennis star Sania Mirza. The wedding 
received much media attention and was said to 
transfix both India and Pakistan. 
Sporting ties 
             Cricket and hockey matches between the 
two (as well as other sports to a lesser degree such 
as those of the SAARC games) have often been 
political in nature. During the Soviet invasion of 
Afghanistan General Zia-ul Haq traveled to India 
for a bout of "cricket diplomacy" to keep India 
from supporting the Soviets by opening another 
front. Pervez Musharraf also tried to do the same 
more than a decade later but to no avail. In tennis, 
Rohan Bopanna of India and Aisam-ul-Haq 
Qureshi of Pakistan have formed a successful duo 
and have been dubbed as the "Indo-Pak Express." 
Diasporic relations 
              The large size of the Indian Diaspora and 
Pakistani Diaspora in many different countries 
throughout the world has created strong Diasporic 
relations. British Indians and British Pakistanis, the 
largest and second-largest ethnic minorities living 
in the United Kingdom respectively, are said to 
have friendly relations with one another. It is quite 
common for a "Little India" and a "Little Pakistan" 
to co-exist in South Asian ethnic enclaves in 
overseas countries. There are various cities such as 
Birmingham, Blackburn and Manchester where 
British Indians and British Pakistanis live alongside 
each other in peace and harmony. Both Indians and 
Pakistanis living in the UK fit under the category of 
British Asian. The UK is also home to the Pakistan 
& India friendship forum. In the United States, 
Indians and Pakistanis are classified under the 
South Asian American category and share many 
cultural traits. The insurgents, who initially started 
their movement as a pro-Kashmiri independence 
movement, have gone through a lot of change in 
their ideology. Most of the insurgents portray their 
struggle as a religious one. Indian analysts allege 
that by supporting these insurgents, Pakistan is 
trying to wage a proxy war against India while 
Pakistan claims that it regards most of these 
insurgent groups as "freedom fighters" rather than 
terrorists Internationally known to be the most 
deadly theatre of conflict, nearly 10 million people, 
including Muslims, Hindus, and Buddhists, have 
been fighting a daily battle for survival. The cross-
border firing between India and Pakistan, and the 
terrorist attacks combined have taken its toll on the 
Kashmiris, who have suffered poor living standards 
and an erosion of human rights. * 17 
 
Trading for peace in Kashmir 
                  Trade across the Line of Control (LoC) 
in Kashmir was resumed in 2008 as a confidence-
building measure to develop economic links and 
development across the border. To date the 
economic impact of the initiative has been limited. 
But concrete cross-border structures have been 
established, like the Federation of Jammu and 
Kashmir Joint! Chamber of Commerce. Cross-
border trade has also helped Kashmiri communities 
to start to rebuild severed relationships across the 
LoC – although so far this outcome has been 
limited by restrictions on movement of people 
across the border, and it is also somewhat 
coincidental, since peace building is not a primary 
objective of the initiative. Nevertheless, cross-
border trade in Kashmir may ultimately have 
potential to provide an entry point to help build 
confidence in the India-Pakistan peace process, and 
to strengthen Kashmiri capacity to contribute to 
peace building in Kashmir. Inter- or intra-state 
conflict. The state of Jammu and Kashmir is a 
disputed territory between India and Pakistan. It is 
a major cause of the antagonistic relationship 
between the two South Asian nations and has been 
the source of four wars over the past 63 years. The 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir was 
predominantly Muslim, with sizeable Hindu and 
Buddhist minorities. In1948 it was divided between 
India and Pakistan. Pakistan administered Jammu 
and Kashmir (PaJK) is wholly Muslim, while 
Indian-administered Jammu and Kashmir (IaJK) is 
ethnically and religiously hetero generous. PaJK 
includes territories of Azad Jammu and Kashmir 
and Gilgit-Baltistan from the former state of 
Jammu and Kashmir .IaJK refers to areas of 
Jammu, Kashmir valley and Ladakh. Throughout 
this paper the term ‗Kashmir‘ is used to refer 
collectively to both administrative zones. This does 
not reflect any political position, but is rather the 
most popular contemporary reference to the area. 
The term ‗Kashmiri‘ issued to refer to inhabitants 
of the region.Traditionally the Kashmir conflict has 
been deemed ‗inter-state‘, not least by India and 
Pakistan themselves. Neither New Delhi nor 
Islamabad considers residents of the disputed 
region to be protagonists in the conflict system. 
Both states have claimed to speak on behalf of 
Kashmiris while largely ignoring their voice and 
capacity. Kashmiris have not been formal parties to 
bilateral discussions over the dispute and have had 
to mount their efforts for resolving the conflict 
outside of the bilateral setup between India and 
Pakistan. Kashmiri peace building has been 
severely hindered by the enforced restrictions on 
movement and interaction across the line of 
control.*18 
           Before partition, a trade route had existed 
from what is now IaJK into mainland Pakistan, via 
Jammu to Rawalpindi and beyond. This trade route 
was severed soon afterpartition as India and 
Pakistan launched their military campaign over 
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Kashmir. The massive Kashmir earthquake of 2005 
acted as the catalyst for the governments of India 
and Pakistan to ease restrictions on movement 
across the LoC, bowing to the demands of many 
Kashmiris. Acting on humanitarian impulses, the 
governments agreed to launch a cross-LoC bus 
service for divided families. For many Kashmiris 
this was the first opportunity to meet separated 
relatives since the start of the conflict. The bus 
service was widely appreciated in Kashmir and 
added momentum to calls to allow the resumption 
of trade across the Loc. In October 2008, after 
bilateral negotiations and persistent lobbying by 
Kashmiris from both sides, India and Pakistan 
officially opened the LoC for trade. Cross-LoC 
trade was set up as a limited trade regime designed 
to provide opportunities for economic growth and 
development for both IaJK and PaJK .Revitalizing 
the economic potential of the region is one of the 
objectives of the initiative. In IaJK, for example, 
there is a distinct impression that a fully liberalized 
trade regime with PaJK can have a very positive 
impact on the local economy. Trade across the LoC 
also offers a low-cost and high-visibility measure 
to build confidence in the India-Pakistan peace 
process and to create an environment for the 
governments to move beyond stated positions. In 
official discourse, cross-Loc trade has been framed 
as a peacemaking step and marketed as a 
confidence-building measure. Cross-LoC trade is 
the only high profile confidence-building measure 
between India and Pakistan that has survived the 
disastrous impact of the Mumbai attacks in 
November 2008.Cross-LoC trade is facilitated by 
the two governments‘ decision not to impose trade 
tariffs on goods. New Delhi and Islamabad have 
approved a list of 21 items (primary products 
originating from the region) for trade across the 
LoC that are intended to stimulate local economies 
on both sides. Currently trade takes places across 
two routes, Poonch-Rawlakot and Srinagar-
Muzaffarabad. In the absence of banking facilities 
linking the two sides, trade takes place through 
barter. Consequently, accurate and reliable figures 
on the volume of trade across the LoC are hard to 
come by. As described in more detail below, cross-
LoC trade has so far had limited impact as a tool 
for economic development in the delegation of 
traders from Pakistani Kashmir arrived to a warm 
reception in Indian Kashmir to hold talks with their 
counterparts on the Indian side 
             . However, it has provided some economic 
benefits, for example acting as a catalyst for 
economic invigoration in the towns serving as the 
crossing points for the trade routes, as contractors 
and laborers have been drawn in to assist the trade 
process, and local properties have been turned into 
storage units. Bit by bit, local economies are being 
strengthened. The cross-border trade initiative has 
been supported in large part by Kashmiris on both 
sides of the divide. Kashmir motivations for 
supporting cross-LoC trade are complex. At the 
very basic level, the initiative promised to reunite 
divided families and to establish regular contact 
with Kashmiris on the‘ other‘ side. But in practice 
there has been very little people to-people contact, 
as individuals are not allowed to cross the LoC 
with trade goods. Rather, trade takes place through 
intermediaries who switch goods at an opportunity 
to build cross-border peace constituencies. A major 
development has been the formation of the 
Federation of Jammu and Kashmir Joint Chamber 
of Commerce, the first official cross-LoC 
institution. The respective trade and commerce 
chambers from Muzaffarabad (capital of PaJK) and 
Srinagar (capital of IaJK) assumed an active 
leadership role infantilizing modalities for cross-
LoC trade. This relationship was formalized in the 
Joint Chamber, which now leads on cross-Loc 
trade and uniquely connects Kashmiri civil society 
and traders to governmental apparatuses on both 
sides .PaJK civil society and traders feel that the 
AJK government has failed to facilitate trade 
effectively and they have consequently taken 
ownership of the trade initiative. There is hope 
within PaJK civil society that its involvement will 
help to move the initiative beyond trade and create 
momentum to democratized peace process: that 
over time a successful cross-Loc trade regime can 
enable a voice for ordinary Kashmiris at the 
negotiating table and empower Kashmiris to 
influence the peace process. There is evidence to 
suggest that trade has been able to provide 
alternatives to violence in PaJK and has created an 
‗incentive for peace‘, for example convincing a 
number of ex-combatants in PaJK to forsake 
violence and take up trade as a means to address 
the Kashmir dispute. Despite suffering economic 
losses, Kashmiri trader‘s time and again emphasis 
that they are determined to continue the trade 
venture for its symbolic value. Shortcomings of the 
trade regime The Kashmir trade initiative has 
impressively survived the strain of its first two 
years. But it has not been allowed to realize its full 
potential, vis-à-vis both economic and peace 
building objectives. The governments of India and 
Pakistan have adopted an unhelpful attitude on the 
practical dimensions of trade. Various bureaucratic 
and logistical hurdles have made trading difficult 
and economically unviable. As mentioned above, 
cross-LoC trade currently takes place indirectly 
through a primitive barter system of exchange of 
goods between trading partners. Also, both traders 
and policymakers lack the foundations of a 
thorough market analysis that would enable them to 
make trade a fully productive initiative. The lack of 
reliable market information and related difficulties 
in assessing the real impact of trade also make it 
harder to develop peace building strategies in 
tandem with the trade effort. The peace building 
rationale behind cross-LoC trade has failed to 
coalesce coherently. Both official and informal 
discourses on cross-LoC trade include somewhat 
arbitrary references to the trade regime ‗bringing 
Kashmiris closer together‘ or ‗helping to normalize 
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relationships between India and Pakistan‘. 
However, there is no clear indication of the peace 
building objectives that could or should be pursued 
through trade. It almost appears that any peace 
building impact is an accidental by-product that has 
come as a pleasant surprise to Kashmiri traders. 
The Joint Chamber has been unable to build upon 
the proactive leadership it displayed at the onset of 
cross-LoC trade. In its charter, the Joint Chamber 
has avowed goals of creating ‗bottom-up‘ pressure 
for normalizing relationships across the LoC and 
promoting sustained economic interdependence. 
But it has struggled to establish its relevance‘s a 
confidence-building measure, has failed to develop 
consensus on its future role and has been unable to 
engage proactively to set either the trade or the 
peace agenda. The recent cooling of Indo-Pak 
relations has further undermined the Joint 
Chamber‘s productivity. Making trade matter Why 
should cross-LoC trade matter in the broader 
scheme of peace in Kashmir, and between India 
and Pakistan? Cross-LoC trade provides a concrete 
opportunity to transform the dominant narrative on 
the Kashmir conflict: a narrative that has for the 
large part ignored Kashmiris‘ voice and capacity, 
and Intra-Kashmiri relationships established 
through trade can be developed into ‗cross-border 
partnerships for peace‘ and used to build collective 
Kashmiri peace building capacity‖ that has strictly 
controlled the nature of interaction between people 
on both sides of the Loc. Cross-LoC trade provides 
an opportunity to repair relationships severed by 
the LoC. Through this initiative Kashmiris are 
already re-establishing links between divided 
families, trading .* 19 
Communities and civil societies. 
              Re-established relationships can be 
developed into partnerships for long-term peace 
building and the transformation of the Kashmir 
conflict. These ‗cross-border partnerships for 
peace‘ can be forged within communities in IaJK 
and PaJK and across the LoC to build Kashmiri 
peace building capacity. This sort of relational 
change can fundamentally alter the conflict 
dynamics by strengthening Kashmiris‘ collective 
agency to contribute to conflict resolution. 
Restructuring relationships in Kashmir should be 
guided by the need to construct platforms for 
proactive Kashmiri ownership and involvement in 
peace processes, both within the broader Kashmiri 
region and in the context of bilateral relations 
between India and Pakistan. A platform for change 
in this context would imply thoughtful and strategic 
networking among agents for change in both 
societies across the LoC. It would also require 
nurturing the technical capacity for peace building 
as well as the parameters of a shared vision for 
change, so that trader‘s and trade leaders have an 
understanding of peace building, conflict 
transformation and conflict-sensitive trading 
techniques. For these processes to gain traction, 
peace building objectives need to be clearly infused 
into and articulated in the cross border trade 
initiative. This will ensure that communities are 
purposefully working towards particular goals and 
not hoping for accidental gains. To work, this must 
be developed by all three parties involved: Indian 
and Pakistani governments and Kashmiri traders. 
Kashmiri traders need to define the peace building 
objectives that cross-LoC trade can serve. But can 
cross-LoC trade be leveraged to achieve this ‗wish 
list‘ for transformational change? Cross-LoC trade 
already incorporates objectives of normalizing 
relationships between the two parts of Kashmir and 
assisting their economic growth. The trade regime 
is also recognized as a confidence-building 
measure in the India-Pakistan bilateral framework. 
Peace building objectives need to be clearly 
articulated in the cross-LoC trade initiative, so that 
Kashmiri communities on both sides of the divide 
can work purposefully towards achieving stated 
goals, rather than hoping for accidental gains. The 
cross-border trade effort should focus on 
empowering Kashmiris‘ voice and capacity. Such 
transformational change can fundamentally alter 
the conflict dynamics by strengthening Kashmiris‘ 
agency for conflict resolution. Intra-Kashmiri 
relationships established through trade can be 
developed into ‗cross-border partnerships for 
peace‘ and used to build collective Kashmiri peace 
building capacity. A liberal cross-LoC trade regime 
can create opportunities for meaningful interaction 
between Kashmiris Relations of mutual 
dependence from the cross-border trade regime 
should be cultivated such that the resulting 
interdependence makes cross-LoC trade 
economically and politically valuable. Success with 
cross-LoC trade can encourage the Indian and 
Pakistani governments to soften the border between 
IaJK and PaJK, making it ‗less relevant‘ and 
thereby contributing to conflict resolution in 
Kashmir. The Federation of Jammu and Kashmir 
Joint Chamber of Commerce provides a 
mechanism to develop and make coherent the 
economic and peace building functions of the 
cross-LoC trade initiative: to build grassroots 
pressure for normalizing relationships across the 
LoC to support sustained economic 
interdependence; to develop collective Kashmiri 
strategies; and to mainstream peace building  
objectives. Kashmiris need to maintain political 
momentum to support the Chamber and to build 
consensus on its future role. * 20 
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